
 

Summer Assignment Packet 

Advanced Placement US History (APUSH) is a demanding college level course that provides excellent training 

for your future undergraduate college studies.  Success in APUSH requires students commit a great deal of time 

and effort to the required class work.  Given the large historical scope of the required content that will be 

covered, the APUSH reading requirement is the largest commitment for successful AP students, along with the 

ability to interpret and analyze various text sources and primary source documents.  The second requirement for 

success is the ability to write well: confidently and skillfully developing and defending an argument, not just 

present a collection of factual statements.  The APUSH Summer Assignment packet is designed to address 

those two issues. 

All students taking APUSH must complete both Part one and two as described below. 

 

Part One:  Chapters 1 – 3 in our main textbook, The American Pageant 

To get a jump-start on pushing through the extensive content that must be covered in the course, APUSH 

students will be reading the initial chapters dealing with European exploration and early colonization efforts in 

the “New World.”  The American Pageant is a true college-level textbook, the chapters are lengthy, dense and 

presented in a narrative style. 

Suggested procedure:   

Read the chapter “overview” page first.  The Chapter Themes are essentially “thesis” statements, the essential 

understandings of the full chapter.  The Chapter Summary is self-explanatory – reading the Themes and the 

Summary sections first will help focus your attention on the “big picture” in advance, as it is easy to get lost in 

the very detailed chapter presentation of historical information.   

When you have finished the actual chapter from the textbook, complete the “Guidebook” exercises that have 

been provided.  It’s best to complete the Guidebook sections in pencil, as some of the questions can be difficult.  

The Guidebook is provided to students as a review tool.  Making a good effort to complete and study the 

Guidebook before APUSH exams should replace the necessity for students to outline the textbook chapters!   

Finally, take a look at the Discussion Questions that are the bottom of the chapter overview pages.  These 

critical-thinking questions are used for classroom discussions and assigned writing throughout the year and 

provide opportunities for students to demonstrate their mastery and understanding of the content.   

Note:  Each chapter overview page also provides several short biographies of some of the important or 

interesting historical personalities presented in that chapter … though these biographies are not required 

reading, they do provide some very interesting information and present a fuller picture of the background and 

motives of these important individuals. 



Part Two:  Outside Reading (Historical Fiction)   The Crucible by Arthur Miller 

Incoming APUSH students will read and analyze the famous play based upon the Salem Witch Trials of 1692.  

The first major course Project and an assessment exam, based on The Crucible, will also be scheduled at the 

beginning of the new school year.   

Assignment- Read Arthur Miller’s play The Crucible 

 Note: get a good copy of the play that contains a solid “forward” section and some critical analysis. 

The Crucible Background:  

Playwright Arthur Miller wrote The Crucible in 1953, intending for his audience to draw parallels between the 

events of the Salem Witch trials in 1692, and the ongoing anti-communist hysteria of the McCarthy Era in the 

1950's.  In his opening commentary, referring to both his play and the actual people involved in the 1692 witch 

trial hysteria, Miller wrote:  

 "When one rises above the individual villainy displayed, one can only pity them all, 

  just as we shall be pitied someday.  It is still impossible for man to organize his life  

 without repression, and the balance has yet to be struck between order and freedom."   

While you read and after, please reflect on the quote from Miller and consider its validity in today’s society.  

Brainstorm about the extent to which the statement is (or is not) applicable to 21st century American society 

from 2010 to present.  There is no formal essay, but coming in with your ideas to share is a great way to kick off 

the course and serves as a reflection of the attention you brought to the assignment this summer. 

 

Due Date: The first day of your Advanced Placement United States History class. 

Note: there will be an EXAM on The Crucible and Ch. 1-3 early in the first week.  Be sure to review if you 

completed the readings early in the summer break. 

 

 

 



New World Beginnings, 33,000 B.C.-A.D. 1769 

CHAPTER THEMES 
Theme: The first discoverers of America, the ancestors of the American Indians, were small bands of 
hunters who crossed a temporary land bridge from Siberia and spread across both North and South 
America, They evolved a great variety of cultures, which ranged from the sophisticated urban 
civilizations in Mexico and Central and South America to the largely seminomadic societies of North 
America. 

Theme: Europe's growing demand for Eastern luxuries prompted exploration in the hopes of reducing 

the expense of those goods with new trade routes: Exploration occurred incrementally, beginning with 

the Portuguese moving around the coast of Africa and establishing trading posts. Awareness of the New 
World and its wealth pushed exploration across the Atlantic. Spanish exploration continued in the same 
fashion, first in the Caribbean islands then expanding into South and North America. 

Theme: Portuguese and Spanish explorers encountered and then conquered much of the Americas and 
their Indian inhabitants. This <collision of worlds= deeply affecied all the Atlantic societies4Europe, 

the Americas, and Africa4as the effects of disease, conquest, slavery, and intermarriage began to 

create a truly <new world= in Latin America, including the borderlands of Florida, New Mexico, and 
California, all of which later became part of the United States. 

CHAPTER SUMMARY 
Millions of years ago, the two American continents became geologically separated from the Hastem 
Hemisphere land masses where humanity originated, The first people to enter these continents came 

across.a temporary land bridge from Siberia about 35,000 years ago, Spreading across the two . 
continents, they developed a great variety of societies based largely on corn agriculture and bunting. In 

North America, some ancient Indian peoples like the Pueblos, the Anasazi, and the Mississippian 
culture developed elaborate settlements. But on the whole, North American Indian societies were Jess . 
numerous and urbanized than those in Central and South America, though equally diverse in culture 
and social organization, 

The impetus for European exploration came from the desire for new trade routes to the Hast, the spirit 
and technological discoveries of the Renaissance, and the power of the new European national 

8 monarchies. The European encounters with America and Africa, beginning with the Portuguese and 
Spanish explorers, convulsed the entire world. Biological change, disease, population loss, conquest, 
African slavery, cultural change, and economic expansion were just some of the consequences of the 
comuningling of the Old World and the New World. 

After they conquered and then intermarried with Indians of the great civilizations of South America and 
Mexico, the Spanish conguistadores expanded northward into the northern border territories of Florida, ° 

New Mexico, and California. There they established small but permanent settlements in competition 
with the French and English explorers who also were venturing into North America. 

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS DISCUSSION 
1. How did Indian societies of South and North America differ from European societies at the time 

the two came into contact? In what ways did Indiaus retain a <world view= different from that of 
the Europeans? 

2, What role did disease and forced labor (including slavery) play in the early settlement of 
America? Is the view of the Spanish and Portuguese as especially harsh conquerors and exploiters 
valid4or is this image just another version of the English <black legend= concerning the Spanish 

role in the Americas? 

3. Are the differences between Latin America and North America due primarily to the differences 
between the respective Indian societies that existed in the two places, or fo the disparity between 

Spanish and English culture? What would have happened if the English had conquered densely 
settled Mexico and Peru, and the Spanish had settled more thinly populated North America? 

4. In what ways are the early (pre-1600) histories of Mexican and the present-day American . 

Southwest understood differently now that the United States is being so substantially affected by 
Mexican and Latin American immigration and culture? To what extent should this now be 

regarded as part of our American history? 

5. Why was the Old World able to dominate the New World? What were the strengths and 

weaknesses of the Old World? What were the strengths and weaknesses of the New World? 
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CHARACTER SKETCHES 

Christopher Columbus (1451-1506) 
Although his encounter with continents and peoples previously unknown to Europeans transformed 
world history, Columbus, the Genoese sailor who discovered America for the Spanish monarchy, never 

really understood the nature or significance of his accomplishment. 

Having sailed under the flags of many nations, including Portugal, Columbus was already a well- 

known, successful voyager when he became obsessed with the idea of reaching Cathay (China) and the 

Indies by sailing west. His frustrating inability to gain backing for the venture ended when Ferdinand 

and Isabella agreed to supply him with three ships. 

The great achievement of Columbus's first voyage was not only to navigate unknown waters under 

unprecedented conditions but to keep his crews from. mutiny4especially when the ships were becalmed 

after nearly sixty days. Although well aware during all his voyages that he was not in China or India, 

Columbus became firmly convinced that he had found islands just off the Asian coast and that the rich 

cities of Japan and China were not far away. This notion was reinforced by his desperate need to obtain 

continuing funding from the Spanish rulers, who pressed ever harder for concrete economic gains from 

the voyages. 

Quote: <The inhabitants of this and of all the other islands 1 have found or gained intelligence of, both 

men and women, go as naked as they were born, with the exception that some of the women cover one 

part only with a single leaf or grass with a piece of cotton, made for that purpose.... I gave away a 

thousand good and pretty articles which I had brought with me in order to win their affection, and that 

they might be led to become Christians, and be well inclined to love and serve their highnesses and the 

whole Spanish nation....= (Letter on the first voyage, 1493) 

REFERENCE: John Stewart Wilford, The Mysterious History of Columbus (1991). 

Moctezuma Il (1466-1520) 
Moctezuma IJ (also cailed Montezuma Il) was the Aztec ruler who succumbed to Cortés9s invasion of 
Mexico. 

He was the tenth in the line of Aztec emperors who controlled the vast regions and diverse peoples of 

Mexico from their rich capital at Tenochtitlan. Like other members of the royal aristocracy, he lived in 

luxury and served as a high priest of the elaborate but cruel Aztec religion, He succeeded to the throne 

in 1502 on the death of his uncle Ahuitzotl. 

Before Cortés arrived, Moctezuma had expanded the Aztec realm, yet controlling the increasingly 

restless subordinate peoples of the empire demanded more and more of his energy. He was particularly 

devoted to the god Huitzilpochtli, but also came under the influence of astrologers and readers 8of 

portents. Their pessimistic predictions about His fate evidently weakened his will to resist the Spanish 

invaders. 

After Cortés and 8this men seized Moctezuma and held him under house arrest, the people of 

Tenochtitlin became increasingly hostile to their leader. When Moctezuma appeared in public for the 

first time in nearly a year in early 1520, the angry populace showered him with stones before he could 

retreat indoors. The Spanish claimed that the wounded ruler died shortly thereafter from the stoning, but 

many Aztecs believed that the Spanish killed him. The truth remains unknown.. : 

Quote: <I have in truth seen you and have now set eyes upon your force. You have come between mists 

and clouds, and now it has come to pass. Now you have arrived, with much fatigue and toil. Come to 

our land, come and repose.= (Message to Cortés as he approached Tenochtitlan, 1519) 

Hernan Cortés (1485-1547) 
Like many conquistadores, Cortés was born into a noble family but as a younger son failed to inherit 

extensive lands and wealth. As a youth, he was restless, ambitious, and nearly uncontrollable. In 1504, 

at age nineteen, he sailed for the island of Hispaniola (today9s Dominican Republic and Haiti), at that 

time the headquarters of Spanish activity in the New World. 

Cortés farmed and worked as a minor town official for six years, but he longed for greater adventures. 

In 1511, he joined a successful expedition to Cuba and then used a commission from the governor of 

Cuba, Velazquez, to assemble an expedition of eleven ships, five hundred goldiers, and sixteen horses. 

Although Velazquez soon changed his mind, Cortés had already sailed for Mexico. Cortés9s brilliant, if 

treacherous, combination of military, political, and psychological tactics overcame Aztec resistance and 

gained him an empire larger than Spain. His reports of his conquests, contained in five lengthy letters to 

King Charles V of Spain, are full of fascinating detail, as well as much boasting and exaggeration. 

Cortés was a talented administrator, but peaceful pursuits did not suit him, and in 1524 he headed for 

Honduras in search of further glory. There, he succeeded only in ruining his health and undermining his 

position in Mexico City. He retired to his estate in Cuernavaca, Mexico, in 1528, and in 1540 returned 

to Spain to die, a broken man. 

Quote: <Touching Montezuma9s palace and all that was remarkable in his magnificence and power, 

there is so much to describe that I do not know how to begin.... There could be nothing more 

magnificent than that this barbarian lord should have all the things of heaven to be found under his 

domain, fashioned in gold and silver and jewels and feathers.= (Second letter to King Charles V, 1521) |
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The Planting of English America, 1500-1733 

CHAPTER THEMES 
<Theme: After a late start, a proud, nationalistic England joined the colonial race and successfully 
established five colonies along the southeastern seacoast of North America, Although varying 
somewhat in origins and character, all these colonies exhibited plantation agriculture, indentured and 
slave labor, a tendency toward strong economic and social hierarchies, and a pattem of widely 
scattered, institutionally weak settlements. . . , 

Theme: The English hoped to follow Spain's example of finding great wealth in the New. World, and 
that influenced the financing and founding of the early southern colonies. The focus on making the 
southern colonies profitable shaped colonial decisions, including choice of crops and the use of 
indentured and slave labor. This same focus also helped create economic and, cultural ties between the 
early southern colonies and English settlements in the West Indies. 

Theme: The early southern colonies9 encounters with Indians and African slaves established the 
patterns of race relations that would shape the North American experience4in particular, warfare and 
reservations for the Indians and lifelong slave codes for African Americans. 

CHAPTER SUMMARY 
The defeat of the Spanish Armada and the exuberant spirit of Elizabethan nationalism finally drew 
England.into the colonial race. After some early failures, the first permanent English colony was 
established at Jamestown, Virginia. Initially it faced harsh conditions and Indian hostility, but tobacco 
cultivation finally brought prosperity and population growth. It also guaranteed colonists the same 
Tights as Englishmen and developed an early form of representative self-government. 

The early encounters of English settlers with the Powhatans in Virginia established many of the patterns 
that characterized later Indian-white relations in North America, Indian societies underwent their own 
substantial changes as a result of warfare, disease, trade, and the mingling and migration of Indians 
from the Atlantic coast to inland areas. 

Other colonies were established in Maryland and the Carolinas. South Carolina flourished by 
establishing close ties with the British sugar colonies in the West Indies. It also borrowed the West 
Indian pattern of harsh slave codes and large plantation agriculture. North Carolina developed 
somewhat differently, with fewer slaves and more white colonists who owned small farms. Latecomer 
Georgia served initially as a buffer against the Spanish and a haven for debtors. 

~ Despite some differences, all the southern colonies depended on staple plantation agriculture for their 
survival and on the institutions of indentured servitude and African slavery for their labor. With widely 
scattered rural settlements, they had relatively weak religious and social institutions and tended to 
develop hierarchical economic and social orders. 

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS DISCUSSION 
1. What did England and the English settlers really want from colonization? National glory? Wealth? 

Adventure? A solution to social tensions? New sources of goods and trade? Did they get what 
they wanted? ; 

2. How did Spanish success in the New World influence the English colonial efforts? How did 
England's earlier experience in Ireland influence its colonial efforts in the New World? How did 
different events in England (and Europe) affect England's southem colonies in the New World? 

3. Were the English colonizers crueler or more tolerant than the Spanish conquistadores? Why did 
. the Spanish tend to settle and intermarry with the Indian population, whereas the English either 

Killed the Indians, drove them out, or confined them to separate territories? How did this pattern 
of interaction affect both white and Indian societies? 

4, Was the development of African slavery in the North American colonies inevitable? (Consider 
that it never developed in some other colonial areas, for example, Mexico and New France.) How 
would the North American colonies have been different without slavery? What role did the 
Spaniah encomienda system and British sugar colonies play in introducing slavery to the southern 
colonies? 8 . 

5. How did the reliance on plantation agriculture affect the southem colonies? Were their societies 
relatively <loosé= because they were primarily rural, or because they tended to rely on forced 
labor systems? , 

50. Ireland 54. Charles Town 58. Powhatan9s Confederacy 

51. Santa Fe 55. House of Burgesses 59. Chesapeake 

52. Quebec 56. Protestant Reformation 60. English Civil War 

53, Jamestown 57. Spanish Armada 

CHAPTER 2 
1. Lord De La Warr 

2. Pocahontas 

3. Powhatan 

4. Handsome Lake 

3. John Rolfe 

6. Lord Baltimore 

7. Walter Raleigh 

8. James Oglethorpe 

9. Humphrey Gilbert 

10. Oliver Cromwell 

11. John Smith 

12, John Wesley 
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CHARACTER SKETCHES 

John Smith (1580-1631) 
The adventures that are popularly identified with Capt. John Smith4Pocahontas9s saving of his life and 
Smith9s own rescue of the infant Jamestown colony from ruin4were first recorded by Smith himself. 
Whether these events were invention or fact, one thing is certain: Smith lived an extraordinarily 
dramatic life. 

According to Smith9s autobiography, he left England at an early age to become a soldier of fortune. His ° 
many escapades included being enslaved, murdering his master, and being seduced by the wife of the 
pasha of Turkey. The trouble with these and other of Smith9s tales is that their only source is Smith 
himself; in fact historians have shown that some of his stories were made up. He was, however, a 
talented soldier and administrator, whose efforts in organizing the Jamestown colonists and in obtaining 
com from the Indians clearly helped save the colony from starvation in the winter of 1608-1609. 

Smith9s writings, including The Generall Historie of Virginia, New-England, and the Summer Isles 
(1624), are fascinating, even if they are more fiction than history. Actually, most historians today 
believe that the core of his narrative is true, but that Smith simply embellished and altered particular 
events to increase their dramatic effect. 

Quote: <Pocahontas, the King9s most dear and well-beloved daughter, being but a childe of twelve or 
thirteen years of age, whose compassionate, pitiful heart, of my desperate estate, gave me much cause 
to respect her.... After some six weeks fatting amongst those savage courtiers, at the minute of my 
execution, she hazarded the beating out of her own brains to save mine; and not only that, but so 
prevailed with her father that I was safely conducted to Jamestown, where I.found about eight.and thirty 
miserable, poor and sick creatures... Such was the weakness of this poor Commonwealth, as had the 
savages not fed us, we directly had starved.= (1624) 

Pocahontas (1595-1617) 
Although the story of Pocahontas9s rescue of John Smith from death at the hands of her father, the great 

chief Powhatan, may or may not be true (most likely not), it is certain that she played an important role 

in the Virginia colony9s early years as a kind of ambassador between the English and the Powhatan 

Indians4a role that Powhatan himself likely arranged. The children of powerful chiefs frequently 
played such intermediary roles in eastern Indian cultures. It is also known that she visited Jamestown 

often, sometimes to negotiate prisoner releases. 

Her formal tribal name was Matoaka, meaning <playful.= (Pocahontas [<frolicsome=] was a pet name.) 

In 1613 she was <kidnapped= by Capt. Samuel Argall and taken to live with a clergyman, though it may 

be that she collaborated in this arrangement as well. Shortly after, she was instructed in Christianity and 

baptized, She married John Rolfe, the promoter of tobacco, in 1614. 

Rolfe took her to England in 1616, where she was badly affected by the climate and urban environment 

of London. She was presented to King James I at court, but as she boarded ship to return to Virginia, , 

she became ill and died, Many later writers and poets4including Stephen Vincent Benét4have 
celebrated her brief but romantic life. 

REFERENCE: Peter Lampe, Pocahontas (1995). 

John Rolfe (1585-1622) 
Rolfe was born in the county of Norfolk, England. Unhappy with his economic prospects, he sailed for 

Virginia in 1609 with his first wife but was shipwrecked in Bermuda, where his wife died. Rolfe pushed 
on to Virginia and arrived the following year. In 1612, he began experimenting with a <sweeter= variety 
of tobacco from the West Indies. (The native leaf smoked by the Powhatans of Virginia was too bitter 

for English tastes.) Despite the strong hostility to smoking felt by many English authorities, including 
King James I, the new tobacco caught on quickly and saved the colony9s economy. 

In 1614, Rolfe9s status as the promoter of tobacco persuaded Pocahontas9s father and Virginia governor 

Thomas Dale to grant Rolfe permission to marry the Indian princess. Before her death in England, 

Pocahontas gave birth to a son, Thomas, whom an uncle in England raised, 

Rolfe returned to Virginia, married again, and served on the colony9s Council of State, He was killed by 
Indians in the Second Anglo-Powhatan War (1622). In 1640, his son, Thomas, returned to Virginia, 

where his many descendants continued to live. 

Quote: <Likewise, add hereunto her great appearance of love to me, her desire to be taught and 

instructed in the knowledge of God, her capableness of understanding, and her aptness and willingness 

to receive any good impression, besides her own incitements stirring me up.= (Letter to Governor 
Thomas Dale, 1614, explaining reasons for wanting to marry Pocahontas.)
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Settling the Northern Colonies, 1619-1700 

CHAPTER THEMES 
Theme: Religious and political turmoil in England shaped settlement in New England and the middle 
colonies, Religious persecution in England pushed the Separatists into Plymouth and Quakers into 

Pennsylvania. England's Glorious Revolution alsc prompted changes in the colonies. 

Theme: The Protestant Reformation, in its English Calvinist (Reformed) version, provided the major 

impetus and leadership for the settlement of New England. The New Engiand colonies developed a 

fairly homogeneous social order based on religion and semicommunal family and town settlements. 

Theme: Principles of American government developed in New England with the beginnings of written 
constitutions (Mayflower Compact and Massachusetis's royal charter) and with glimpses of self-rule 
seen in town hall meetings, the New England Confederation, and colonial opposition to the Dominion 

of New England. 

Theme: The middle colonies of New Netherland (New York), Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 

Delaware developed with far greater political, ethnic, religious, and social diversity, and they 
represented a more cosmopolitan middle ground between the tightly knit New England towns and the 
scattered, hierarchical plantation South. 

CHAPTER SUMMARY 
The New England colonies were founded by English Puritans. While most Puritans sought to <purify= 

the Church of England from within, and not to break away from it, a small group of Separatists4the 
Pilgrims4founded the first small, pious Plymouth Colony in New England. More important was the 
larger group of nonseparating Puritans, led by John Winthrop, who founded the Massachusetts Bay 

Colony as part of the <great migration= of Puritans fleeing persecution in England in the 1630s. 

A strong sense of common purpose among the first settlers shaped the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

Because of the close alignment of religion and politics in the colony, those who challenged religious 
orthodoxy, among them Anne Hutchinson and Roger Williams, were considered guilty of sedition and 

driven out of Massachusetts. The banished Williams founded Rhode Island, by far the most religiously 

and politically tolerant of the colonies. Other New England settlements, ail originating in Massachusetts 

Bay, were established in Connecticut, Maine, and New Hampshire. Although they shared a common 

way of life, the New Engiand colonies developed with a substantial degree of independence. 

The middle colonies took shape quite differently. New York, founded as New Netherland by the Dutch 
and later conquered by England, was economically and ethnically diverse, socially hierarchical, and 

politically quarrelsome. Pennsylvania, founded as a Quaker haven by William Penn, also attracted an 

economically ambitious and politically troublesome population of diverse ethnic groups. 

With their economic variety, ethnic diversity, and political factionalism, the middle colonies were the 

most typically <American= of England9s thirteen Atlantic seaboard colonies. 

QUESTIONS FOR CLASS DISCUSSION 
1. Did the Puritans really come to America seeking religious freedom? How did they reconcile their 

own religious dissent from the Church of England with their persecution of dissenters like 

Hutchinson and Williams? Does their outlook make them hypocrites? 

2. How were government and religion4or church and state4related in New England and the middle 

colonies? How does the colonial view of these matters compare with more recent understandings? 

3. Was an American Revolution separating the colonies from England inevitable after the Glorious 

Revolution had encouraged colonists to end the Dominion of New England, England's serious 

attempt at enforcing royal authority? Did England's "salutary neglect" contribute to future 

problems in its empire? How might have England been able to successfully enforce its rule on the 
colonies without causing rebellion? 

4. Dutch colonization efforts in New Amsterdam most closely resembled English colonization 
_ efforts in which region: New England, the middle colonies, or the southern colonies? The Dutch 

had a powerful presence in the East Indies, so why were the Dutch less successful in the West 

Indies and North America? What is the lasting infhience of the Dutch in English North America? 

5. How does the founding of the New England colonies compare with the origin of the middle 

colonies? In what ways were New England and the middle colonies each like the South, and in 
what ways were they different? 

6. In what ways were the middle colonies of New York more <open= and diverse than New 
England? In what ways were they less democratic? 

7, How did different events in England affect the New England and middle colonies in the New 
World? Which was the most affected and least affected by events in the Old World: New England, 
middle colonies, or southern colonies? 

8. What were the push and pull factors for immigrants coming to each region of English colonies 
(New England, the middle colonies, and the southem colonies)? - 
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CHAPTER 3 
John Calvin 

Anne Hutchinson 

Roger Williams 

Henry Hudson 

William Bradford 

Peter Stuyvesant 

William Laud 

Thomas Hooker 

William Penn 

John Winthrop 

King Philip (Metacom) 

John Cotton 

Sir Edmund Andros 
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CHARACTER SKETCHES 

John Winthrop (1588-1649) 
John Winthrop was the leader of the great Puritan migration to Massachusetts Bay in 1630 and the 

dominant influence in the early colony, His personality and political policies reflected the complex 

nature of New England Puritanism: intense, high-minded, sober, driven, intellectual, intolerant. 

A very well-off country gentleman and attorney, Winthrop began to experience career difficulties in 

England because of his strong Puritan leanings. He grew deeply pessimistic about the future, especially 

after the dismissal of Parliament in 1629, and joined as one of the twelve influential Puritans who 
organized the migration to the New World. 

Winthrop was elected governor before sailing on the Arbella (1630) and reelected nearly every year 

until his death. Pious, humorless, and extremely stern toward dissenters, he skillfully managed the 

colony9s affairs, successfully negotiating with Puritans and others in England4while putting 

Massachusetts Bay on a sound economic and political footing, 

Quote: <The Lord will be our God and delight to dwell among us as his own people and will command 
a blessing upon us all in our ways.... And he shall make us a praise and glory, that men shail say of 
succeeding plantations: the Lord make it like that of'New England. For we must consider that we shall 
be ag a City upon a Hill; the eyes ofall people are upon us.= (Sermon aboard the Arbella, 1630) 

REFERENCE: Lee Schweninger, John Winthrop (1990), 

Anne Hutchinson (1591-1643) 
Anne Hutchinson-was the strong-minded religious dissenter whose challenge to Massachusetts Bay 
authorities from 1636 to 1638 shook the infant colony to its foundation and led to her banishment, 

The second of thirteen children of a Puritan minister, from whom she received a strong education in 
theology and Scripture, she married William Hutchinson, a well-to-do merchant, and bore fourteen 
children between 1613 and 1636, of whom eleven survived infancy. 

Hutchinson9s twice-weekly meetings in her home to discuss sermons and Scripture won her an 
enthusiastic following throughout Massachusetts Bay, and for a time it appeared that she and her 
clerical allies might take over the colony. But her enemies gained control of the General Court in 1637, 
and she was excommunicated from the church and banished from the colony, despite her clever 
defense, She first went to Rhode Island, but after her husband died in 1642, she moved with her 
children to Pelham, New Netherland (now in the Bronx), where she and all but one of her children were 

_killed by Indians in 1643. , 

Quote: 

Court: <See how your argument stands. Priscilla, with her husband, took Apotlo home to instruct him 
privately. Therefore Mistress Hutchinson, without her husband, may teach sixty or eighty:= 

Hutchinson: <I call them not, but if they come to me, I may instruct them.= 

Court: <Yet you show us not a rule.= 

Hutchinson: <I have given you two places of Scripture.= 

Court: <But neither of them will suit your practice.=. 

Hutchinson: <Must I show you my name written therein?= 

(Excexpt from Hutchinsons9s trial, 1637) 

REFERENCE: Amy Schrager Lang, Prophetic Woman: Ame Hutchinson and the Problem of Dissent 
in the Literature of New England (1987). 

William Penn (1644-1718) 
Although this English Quaker who founded Pennsylvania engaged in frequent quarrels with the 
colony9s settlers, his basic policies of liberality, tolerance, and free immigration had a lasting effect on 
Pennsylvania and eventually on other American colonies, as well. ve 

In his youth, Peon developed nonconformist religious leanings that angered his father, the great . 
Admiral Sir William Penn, and eventually landed the younger Penna in the 8Power of London. 
Reconciled to his father on Sir William9s deathbed, he obtained the charter for Pennsylvania because of 
debts owed to his father by King Charles IL. 

Although Pennsylvania was a great economic success, Penn benefited little from it. His friendship with 
King James II caused him to lose political influence after the Glorious Revolution, and his dissolute son 
wasted much of his fortune, so that he ended wp in debtor9s prison. 

Penn was considered handsome, courtly, and well read4a remarkable combination of religious 
visionary, charming courtier, and-practical statesman. In the words ofa contemporary: <a man of great 
abilities, of an excellent disposition, quick of thought and ready of utterance, full of true discipleship, 
even Love, without dissimulation.= 8 

Quote: <T am sorry at heart for your animosities. For the love of God, me, and the poor country, be not 
So governmentish, so noisy, and so open in your dissatisfactions.= (Letter to settlers, 1701)
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